w 

¥ 


X 


•• 


,"‘:v 


ft" 


ike  the  mythical  Shangri-la, 
Japan  held  itself  inviolate,  utterly 
untouched  by  Wdslern  thought  for 
generations.  Then,  spurred  by  Jap.an's 
Emperor  Meiji,  a great  explosion  of 
cross-cultural  eWtoration  occurred 


in  the  late  1 9th  century,  much  of 

Ip' 

revolving  around  th^salon^  and 


Impressionist  artists'  studios  of  Raris. 
Japanese  scientists,  artists,  and 
writers  set  out  to  discover  the  world, 
and  the  rest  is  history. 


‘■s 


' Discovert  h Ji  andwomenwho 


shaped  Japan's  20th-century  vision. 

. Uncover  the  Impressionists' role  in 
Japanese  art.  Hear  reno_wned  lecturers 
• ^^i^!vspeak  on  the  history,  politics,  and 
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ideas,  and  experience  the  trans- 
formation  for  yourself  through 
19th-century  photographs  and 
Impressionist  paintings.  A Japanese 
Impressionist  piano  recital.  Poetry 
and  dance.  A volatile  discussion  of 
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the  current  Japanese-Impressionist 
connection.  And  a reception  featuring 
sake  and  Japanese  delicacies. 


LECTURE:  "JAPAN  BEFORE  WESTERNIZATION:  A VIEW 
THROUGH  19TH-CENTURY  PHOTOGRAPHS" 

Commodore  Perry's  bold  penetration  of  Japan’s 
borders  uncovered  a country  completely  untouched 
by  the  outside  world  for  three  centuries.  Scores  of 
19th-century  photographers  came  to  document  one  of 
the  last  great  ethnographic  mysteries  of  this  planet. 
Now,  historian  Clark  Worswick  leads  a photographic 
tour  of  Japan  as  it  stood  on  the  brink  of  radical  and 
irreversible  change. 

RECEPTION: 

Sake  and  Japanese  delicacies  in  the  Museum's 
Gruhn  Court  complete  the  evening's  offerings. 

Tickets:  $15-$28  (Complete  series  $40-$70) 

Doors  open  at  7:30pm 


Saturday,  January  14, 1989 
10:00am  to  5:00pm 
Herbst  Theatre 

LECTURE:  "A  LOOK  AT  JAPANESE  ARTISTS  IN  PARIS" 

Cezanne,  Renoir,  Gauguin,  and  the  School  of  Paris. 
Most  of  the  Japanese  artists  who  ventured  abroad 
set  their  sights  on  the  center  of  the  Western  art 
world,  and  forged  a new  artistic  language  based  on 
the  traditions  of  the  School  of  Paris.  This  illustrated 
lecture  by  Gerald  D.  Bolas,  Director  of  the  Portland 
Art  Museum,  delves  into  the  Impressionists'  effect 
on  Japanese  artists  and  their  American  confreres. 

MUSIC:  IMPRESSIONIST  PIANO  RECITAL 

The  merging  of  Japanese  musical  traditions  and 
Western  idiom  created  distinctly  original  music. 
Pianist  Masa  Fukui  performs  a program  of  such 
works  by  Japanese  composers  Hisatada  Otaka  and 
Tomojira  Ikenouchi,  the  first  Japanese  to  enter  the 
Paris  Conservatoir. 


POETRY  READING:  "THE  POET  KOTARO  TAKAMURA 
AND  HIS  FRENCH  EXPERIENCE" 

Kotaro  Takamura's  Parisian  studies  led  him  to  integrate 
Western  and  Eastern  artistic  ideals  in  his  work.  He 
introduced  modern  sculpture  to  Japan,  wrote  the 
first  collection  of  modern  free  verse,  and  penned  the 
most  famous  series  of  love  poems  in  modern 
Japan.  Hiraaki  Sato,  Deputy  Director  of  JETRD  (New 
York  and  translator  of  Japanese  poetry),  reads  from 
and  discusses  the  work  of  this  pivotal  figure  in 
Japanese  arts. 

LECTURE:  “IDEAS  OF  PARIS  IN  TOKYO" 

The  University  of  Maryland's  Thomas  Rimer  discusses 
the  profound  impact  of  the  Parisian  vision  on  the 
artists  and  intellectuals  of  Meiji  Tokyo  as  they 
worked  to  bridge  the  gap  between  cultures.  Their 
efforts,  often  heroic,  vividly  illustrate  their  desire  to 
create  a new  artistic  and  creative  personality  while 
remaining  at  the  same  time  both  cosmopolitan  and 
Japanese. 

DANCE:  "DANCES  FROM  THE  REPERTORY  OF  MICHIO  ITO" 

He  taught  some  of  the  greatest  names  in  American 
modern  dance,  yet  few  today  have  heard  of  the 
mercurial  Michio  Ito.  His  student,  dancer  and 
choreographer  Satoru  Shimazaki,  recreates  Ito's 
dances  in  this  flamboyantly  costumed  display  of 
works  at  once  simple  and  worldly. 

PANEL  DISCUSSION:  "THE  IMPACT  OF  FRENCH  ART 
ON  JAPAN  TODAY" 

Today's  Japanese  art  collectors  are  scooping  up 
Impressionist  paintings  at  astronomical  prices,  causing 
controversy  and  consternation  in  the  art  world. 
Moderated  by  Rand  Castile,  representatives  from 
national  auction  houses  and  San  Francisco's  art 
galleries  discuss  the  current  Japanese-Impressionist 
connection  and  its  effect  on  today's  art  market. 

Tickets:  $25-$45  (Complete  series  $40-$70) 

Doors  open  at  9:30  a.m. 


